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Artword Sets Out to Conquer the South Pole

An all-woman expedition to the South Pole is the subject of Artword Theatre’s fall production, Sur. Written and directed by Ronald Weihs, and based on a story by the renowned science fiction writer Ursula K. Le Guin, Sur opens in Artword’s main space on November 27, 2003, and runs until December 14. 

“Sur” means “south” in Spanish. The lure of Antarctica, the mysterious unknown continent in the south, is at the heart of Le Guin’s story. In real history, the period from 1900 to 1912 was the time of intense and competitive exploration by the famous polar explorers such as Scott, Shackleton, and Amundsen – all men, and all seeking the prize: to be the first to reach the South Pole.

In her story, Le Guin speculates about how a group of women from South America in 1910 might handle an attempt on the Pole, from a delightfully witty feminist perspective. The women, of course, can’t tell their fathers, husbands or brothers, but must set off in secret. The men must never know what they did.

Their expedition takes place eight years after Robert Falcon Scott’s first attempt in 1902 and one year after Sir Ernest Shackleton came within 96 miles of the Pole. One year after the events in the story, Roald Amundsen will officially discover the Pole, followed closely by Scott, who will die on the return trip.  

A brilliant example of “what if” speculative fiction, Sur dovetails neatly into the historical record and could well have happened as Le Guin describes. Who knows? Maybe it did.

The Artword play is adapted from Le Guin’s story, with her permission. The characters come to life with a lively ensemble cast, a beautiful magical set, songs, music and movement. It’s a charming evening of theatre.

Weihs first came upon Le Guin’s story in a New Yorker magazine in 1998 (it is also published in Le Guin’s collection Compass Rose). Immensely taken with the story, he and Judith Sandiford, Artword’s Managing Director, have been wanting to do a play based on the story ever since. 

The current production developed out of a series of acting workshops Weihs has been holding, devoted to developing a company based on ensemble acting techniques. The Le Guin story seemed ideal for the new ensemble. After some exploratory sessions with the story, Weihs settled down to write the script. The development process began in May of this year, and has gone through four phases.

Thomas Baker, a composer and conductor with extensive theatre experience, has been on board from the beginning as music director (he was music director of Second City in the 1970s and music director of Artword’s last production, Toronto the Good), The music includes six songs, and a soundscape created live by Baker and the company. Set and costume design are by Judith Sandiford, and lighting is by Jason Golinsky.

The members of the ensemble cast are Angie Doerksen, Amber Godfrey, Sheona McGraw, Maya Nadel, Alicia Payne, Candice Smith and Tim Vant. 

For more information call Josée Duranleau, Duranleau Publicity, 416-652-7672.

Sur         (A delightful fable about six South American women who went to the South Pole . . . and didn’t tell anybody.) 

Written and directed by Ronald Weihs, from a story by Ursula K. Le Guin, Produced by Artword Theatre
Music director: Thomas Baker, Designer: Judith Sandiford, Lighting Design: Jason Golinsky

Starring: Angie Doerksen, Amber Godfrey, Sheona McGraw, Maya Nadel, Alicia Payne, Candice Smith, Tim Vant 

Preview: Wed Nov 26, 8 pm : $10, Opening: Thurs Nov 27, 8 pm, Tues-Thurs 8 pm: $20, stud/sen $15, Fri, Sat 8 pm: $25, stud/sen $20, Sundays 2:30 pm: pay-what-you-can at the door

Where: Artword Theatre, 75 Portland Street, Toronto (one block east of Bathurst, south of King)

Reservations: 
416-366-7723 (St. Lawrence Centre Ticket Line) Book online: www.artword.net

Groups: 416-408-1146, Artword Info: 416-408-ARTD (2783) Dinne/show packages with Innocenti Restaurant $49: 416-408-1146



